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Replies to Letter 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

In all humility, as a Presbyterian since 
eight years of age, an elder in the High- 
land Church of Louisville, and a _ sub- 
scriber to your magazine, and feeling that 
I have rights to be heard in your paper, I 
derive great spiritual satisfaction from 
the fact that a large preponderance of 
earnest Christians all over our land, as 
well as in our own beloved Southern Pres- 
byterian Church, are faithfully striving to 
find the solution to our Negro question in 
conformity with the mandates of the Bible, 
the only authority from which a solution 
may be found. 

I am in my 80th year of age, a lawyer 
of inconsequential position in the profes- 
sion and an obscure citizen of the King- 
dom of God on earth, which is comprised 
of all nations and kindreds and tongues 
and peoples. 

“He hath made of one blood all peo- 

ples for to dwell on the earth.” 

I believe the Constitution of the United 
States, although badly trampled upon, has 
divine origin and breathes the spirit of 
divine purpose. Furthermore, I believe 
that our men of the clerical cloak do mix 
with the every day man and woman of the 
street, even with the lowliest, and truly 
know the aspirations of the underprivi- 
leged and downtrodden. 

We might as well be practical about this 
matter. Tear down segregation lines? “If 
this work be of men it will come to 
naught; if it be of God ye cannot over- 
throw it, lest haply ye be found to fight 
against God”! 

HENRY H. MATHIS. 

Louisville, Ky. 

(Provoked by letter of Carl F, Hutche- 
son, OUTLOOK, Nov. 20, 1950.) 


The China Situation and 
The Program of Progress 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

THE PRESENT situation in China, 
which discourages the spending of any 
large sums of money for mission buildings 
and equipment, has raised the following 
question in the minds of some of our peo- 
ple: 

“Will the Board of World Missions 
need the full amount of $4,000,000 that 
has been asked for the cause of Foreign 
Missions in the general Program of Pro- 
gress campaign?t” 

The answer is an emphatic “Yes.” All 
of the $4,000,000 and more, is urgently 
needed. 

IT SHOULD BE pointed out that the 
total askings of our several Missions for 
their programs of rehabilitation and ex- 
pansion was not $4,000,000 but $5,328,000. 
If we leave China entirely out of account 


and subtract from the total the $1,500,000 
that was asked for that field, we still have 
$3,828,000 that will be required to cover 
the needs of the other fields as reviewed 
and approved by the Board. Furthermore, 
since these estimates were prepared four 
or five years ago, it will be necessary to 
add at least twenty-five per cent to this 
figure in order to compensate for the in- 
crease in cost affecting every item in the 
schedules that the Missions submitted. 
On the most conservative basis, then, it 
will require $4,785,000 to cover the ap- 
proved askings of all our Missions, exclu- 
sive of China. Assuming that the church 
will contribute the entire $4,000,000 that 
has been asked for Foreign Missions 
through the Program of Progress, this sum 
will still fall short of covering the urgent 
needs of the other fields by $785,000. 

At the present writing, only $2,200,000 
of the $4,000,000 goal for Foreign Missions 
has actually been received. China’s share 
of the $2,200,000 is approximately $800,- 
000. Of this amount $250,000 has already 
been spent in China. Another $100,000 has 
been used to pay China’s share of a deficit 
in our operating account due to the in- 
creased cost of the work and a decline in 
regular receipts. This leaves a sum of 
$450,000 still credited to that field. How- 
ever, in view of the unsettled conditions 
in China, the Board voted at its May, 1950, 
meeting to re-allocate $250,000 of the 
funds assigned to China to other Missions, 
as the need in these other fields was 
urgent. This reduces the amount avail- 
able for China to $200,000 and a further 
re-allocation of this money to the other 
Mission fields may be voted in the discre- 
tion of the Board to meet the more urgent 
projects in Africa, Brazil, Japan and else- 
where which cannot be undertaken until 
funds are in hand. 

We hope that this explanation will an- 
swer the questions that might have been 
in the minds of our people regarding the 
need for the full $4,000,000 that is being 
sought through the Program of Progress 
for the Foreign Mission cause. 

TO SUMMARIZE: The entire $4,000,000, 
and more, is urgently needed; and we 
earnestly ask for a re-doubling of the ef- 
forts of the church to provide this sum in 
full. 


Cc. DARBY FULTON 
Board of World Missions, 
Nashville, Tenn. 


D'ssolve Synod, Leave Presbyteries 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 
The “Southerners 
South” series was fine! ‘ 
Dr. Alex R. Batchelor in his article on 
Snedecor Synod (Nov. 27) requests sugges- 
tions from individuals. . I would like 


Look at the 





ment after graduation. 


AGNES SCOTT COLLEGE 


Decatur, Georgia 


Its location in Greater Atlanta offers unusual opportunities for place- 


Agnes Scott students may take Journalism, Business Administration, 
and other subjects at Emory University. 
Student aid is available for well prepared girls. 


to express my opinion that Dr. Batchelor 
has done a very objective piece of re- 
search, and it seems from his report that 
the fairest step at present would be to dis- 
solve Snedecor Synod but leave the pres- 
byteries intact, looking toward the dis. 
solving of the presbyteries later. 
JOSEPHINE STEWART. 
Radford, Va. 





LATE ITEMS 





Many Missionaries Leaving 


New York (RNS)—Many missionaries 
are preparing to leave China because of 
the Communist government’s anti- 
American policies, a foreign missions 
executive who recently visited Hong- 
kong said here. (See also p. 12.) 

Lloyd S. Ruland, a secretary of the 
Board of Foreign Missions of the Pres- 
byterian Church, USA, said that increas- 
ingly difficult conditions for large num- 
bers of American missionaries had con- 
vinced them that Chinese Christians 


-could fare better without them. 


In the Communist propaganda cam- 
paign against the United States, accord- 
ing to Dr. Ruland, there appears to be 
a deliberate attempt to involve Ameri- 
cans in China in situations of public 
humiliation. He said that the general 
purpose of this policy is to destroy 
American influence in the Asiatic nation. 

Dr. Ruland expressed the opinion 
that, while the future of missionary en- 
terprise in China is becoming more and 
more uncertain, the native Chinese 
Church is showing new strength. The 
Church appears to have gotten its ‘“‘sec- 
ond wind,” he said, after the first pres- 
sure brought upon it by the new regime. 


Sherrill Calls to Prayer Dec. 31 


New York. (RNS)—A call for special 
prayers on Sunday, Dec. 31, “for a 
peace which is the fruit of righteous- 
ness’”’ was issued here by Bishop Henry 
Knox Sherrill, president of the National 
Council of Churches. 

The prayer call went to the 25 Prot- 
estant and four Eastern Orthodox com- 
munions that constitute the National 
Council. But Bishop Sherrill expressed 
the hope that ‘‘many outside our own 
fellowship will join in this day of prayer 
that united in our faith in God. . .we 
may indeed prove a nation under God.” 

In his call Bishop Sherrill said: 


“As we begin a new year of great 
portent and the second half of this 
twentieth century, let us beseech God to 
give to all nations unity, peace and con- 
cord. 

“The supreme lesson of our day is 
our need of God, his wisdom, his mercy, 
and his guidance of men and of nations. 

“As never before, we should pray 
daily to God for all mankind, for those 
who have at home and abroad the re- 
sponsibilities of governmental decisions, 


_ sl 


i. na maa ih 


for the United Nations, for the estab- 
lishment of a peace of justice, and, 
purged of self-righteousness and worldly 
fears and anxieties, the rededication of 
ourselves and of our nation to the will 
of God.” 
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Flora Macdonald Rated by SASSC 


Southern Association Membership Is Added to Recent Music Recognition 


Flora Macdonald College, the 54-year- 
old institution at Red Springs, N. C., has 
been received into full membership in 
the Southern Association of Secondary 
Schools and Colleges. This announce- 
ment was made to President Marshall 
S. Woodson at the recent meeting of the 
Association in Richmond, Va. 

This is the second honor rating to be 
accorded the college during the past 
year. Last month the Flora Macdonald 
conservatory of music was admitted into 
the National Music Association. 

Flora Macdonald is the fourth Pres- 
byterian, US, College to be received into 
the Southern Association in recent 
years, so that now practically all South- 
ern Presbyterian senior colleges are 
members. Austin, Presbyterian and 


King were the last three to be so recog- 
nized before Flora Macdonald, thereby 
claiming a $5,000 award from the As- 
sembly’s Board of Education on the 
basis of a standing offer to such colleges. 

Additional strains will be felt by 
many colleges now, however, since the 
Southern Association raised its salary 
scale, thereby requiring all institutions 
to conform in order to maintain mem- 
bership. 

Dr. Woodson, who has been in office 
at Flora Macdonald since last January, 
will be formally inaugurated as Presi- 
dent January 13. Five thousand invita- 
tions have been sent out to alumni, edu- 
eators and representatives of the na- 
tion’s colleges to join in combined home- 
coming and inauguration ceremonies. 


New Radio Series Begins Jan. 7 


Young, Thompson and Alexander Have Four Services Each 


More than 140 radio stations will 
carry the weekly Presbyterian Hour 
broadcasts during the first three months 
of 1951. These stations are cooperating 
with the Protestant Radio Conference, 
formerly the Southern Religious Radio 
Conference, according to John M. Alex- 
ander, radio secretary. 

Presbyterian, US, ministers who will 
speak are: Thomas K. Young, Idlewild 
church, Memphis, Tenn., in January; W. 
Taliaferro Thompson, professor of re- 
ligious education, Union Theological 
Seminary, Richmond, Va., in February; 
and W. A. Alexander, First church, 
Shreveport, La., in March. 

General theme of the series is ‘‘The 
Call of Christ and His Church,” leading 
up to and coordinated with the March 
11-April 1 evangelistic emphasis 
throughout the church. Local papers 
will show the time schedules to be fol- 
lowed. 

A new feature of these broadcasts will 
offer small unbreakable phonograph 
records without charge to children who 
write in for them. These discs will con- 
tain hymns for use at home. Music for 
the three-months series will be provided 
by the Protestant Fellowship Choir, with 
the Presbyterian Hour presenting three 
guest choirs from Southern Presbyterian 
Colleges. 

The radio series will again be pro- 
duced and transcribed in the Protestant 
Radio Center, on the Agnes Scott Col- 


lege campus, Decatur, Ga. This is said 
to be the only such inter-denomina- 
tionally owned and controlled produc- 
tion studio in America. The Presby- 
terian radio division was one of the 
founding members of the center. 

During the church year more than 3,- 
400 individual statoin programs will be 
aired by the Protestant Radio Confer- 
ence, including the National Radio Pul- 
pit and Gems for Thought, over the 
American Broadcasting Company. 

Last year, in the three-months series, 
with James A. Jones as the preacher, 
sermon requests totaled more than 14,- 
000. 





THE MISTAKE OF QUOTING 
JESUS CHRIST 


T IS undeniable that the inei- 
dent when Mr. Acheson most 
laid himself open to attack 

was in his comment on the Alger 
Hiss case; when, instead of 
simply saying what he meant, 
that he didn’t like to kick a man 
when he was down, he made the 
mistake of quoting some sayings 
of Jesus Christ. It can be pre- 
dicted that no future Secretary 
of State will ever repeat that 
blunder..—ELMER. DAVIS in 
his December 7 broadeast, ABC. 











White House Conf. 
Opposes Religion 
In Public Schools 


National Meeting Debates 
Church State Principle 


Washington, D. C. (RNS)—A resolu- 
tion opposing religious instruction in 
public schools was adopted by the Mid- 
century White House Conference on 
Children and Yovth here. 

Prolonged, and at times bitter, debate 
on the issue marked the closing day of 
the Conference. 

The debate was joined when a section 
on religion recommended a program of 
spiritual values in public education. The 
program called for community-wide re- 
ligious education “in keeping with the 
laws of the state and the desires of the 
parents.” 

Among the projects suggested were 
the released-time program of religious 
instruction; the preparation of public 
school textbooks treating religion ‘‘as a 
social phenomenon,” and explaining the 
tenets of each religious group; accred- 
ited religion courses by denominational 
institutions near college campuses; and 
attention in the general educational 
program to non-sectarian aspects of 
spiritual values. 


Church-State Amendment 


In place of this recommendation, a 
delegate offered from the fluor a resolu- 
tion which affirmed the principle of 
church-state separation and opposed the 
use of public schools ‘directly or in- 
directly for religious educational pur- 
poses.”’ 

A number of delegates from Protes- 
tant organizations joined with Roman 
Catholic delegates to defend the original 
recommendation brought in by the see 
tion on religion. 

Warning that half the nation’s chil- 
dren have no connection with religious 
education at the present time, these 
delegates asserted that the United States 
is in danger of raising a generation of 
atheists and religious illiterates. 

After the church-state separation 
amendment was adopted, Ralph Norman 
Mould, national director of children’s 
work for the Presbyterian Church, USA, 
said, ‘“‘There are certain representatives 
of the clergy here who are prepared to 
recommend to our constituents that we 
disassociate ourselves from this report 
if it is adopted in its present form.” 

The final vote was 1,181 to 682 in 
favor of the church-state separation res- 








olution. Several attempts were subse- 
quently made to reconsider the action 
and a delegate from the Evangelical and 
Reformed Church made a determined 
effort to obtain a compromise wording. 
But the Conference voted down all such 
moves. 

Text of the resolution adopted by the 
Conference was as follows: 


“Recognizing knowledge and under- 
standing of religious and ethical con- 
cepts as essential to the development of 
spiritual values, and that nothing is of 
greater importance to the moral and 
spiritual health of our nation than the 
works of religious education in our 
homes and families and in our institu- 
tions of organized religion, we never- 
theless strongly affirm the principle of 
separation of church and state whicn 
has been the keystone of our American 
democracy and declare ourselves unal- 
terably opposed to the use of the public 
schools directly or indirectly for re- 
ligious educational purposes.” 


Favored Federal Aid 


In other resolutions, the Conference 
voted in favor of federal aid to schools 
but rejected a clause calling for federal 
funds to be distributed to all schools 
regardless of ‘‘race, creed, or religion.’’ 

After defeat of the clause, Catholic 
delegates sought to have the Conference 
approve the distribution of federal funds 
for auxiliary 
transportation, health, ete. 
was lost on a voice vote. 

On a motion from the floor, the Con- 
ference added to its resolutions a rec- 


including bus 
This, too, 


services, 


ommendation that “churches of various 
faiths coordinate, strengthen, and ex- 
pand their religious services and activi- 
ties for people of inadequate income.” 
Says Secularism Won 
Philadelphia (RNS) 
parently won the day over religion at 


Secularism ap- 


the White House Conference on Chil- 
dren and Youth, according to one of the 
delegates. Ralph M. Mould, national di- 
rector of children’s work for the Pres- 
byterian Church, USA. 

“The keynote of the conference was 
secularistic,’” he said here, “and the 
old, exploded notion that you achieve a 
healthy personality for a child simply 
by physical betterment, knowledge and 
adjustment of emotional disturbances. 


“The church will continue to believe 
and act on the provosition that a feel- 
inv of personal security, moral saind- 
ards, and conduet, trust and respect for 
parents, stem from a basic relation and 
knowledge of God. 

“There were some fine recommenda- 
tions that the church will support, such 
as federal aid for education, the exten- 
sion of nursery schools under the public 
schools, and the elimination of segrega- 
tion and racial discrimination. But, the 
final report was a short, watered-down 
reference to spiritual values. 

“It snarled down in discussion of re- 
leased time from the public schools for 
religious education, and the red herring 
of the separation of church and state. 

“While the delegates, in their vote 
against released time were not register- 
ing their disapproval of religion, yet it 
had the effect of throwing out the whole 
section on religion.”’ 
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Presbyterian Business Man Wants 
Promotion to Be Up-to-Date 


Atlanta, Ga. (RNS)—Present-day 
methods of church promotion are ‘50 
years behind the times,’’ a spokesman 
for the publicity committee of the Pres- 
byterian Church, US, declared here. 

R. S. Reynolds, of Knoxville, Tenn., 
retired advertising executive who de- 
votes his time to church publicity, said 
press and radio advertising is ‘‘a vita) 
requisite for the growth and popularity 
of the church today.”’ 

“It is difficult to understand why the 
business men of a church congregation— 
men who publicize their own businesses 

ignore the possibilities of a _ well- 
planned church advertising campaign,” 
he said. 

The publicity committee held a joint 
session here with editors of The Pres- 
byterian Survey. Mr. Reynolds sug- 
gested to the group that churches 
should “advertise regularly and syste- 
matically in the local press and that 
each congregation should have a pub- 
licity committee.” 

“There can be no better investment 
of church funds,’”’ he said. 


Seoul Churches Have 
Record Attendances 


Seoul, Korea (RNS)—Record Sunday 
attendances were reported at Christian 
worship here as crowds of 
refugees continued to pour into the capi- 
tal from North Korean areas threatened 
by the Chinese Communist advance. 

Among the worshippers was one typi- 
cal North Korean farmer, who gave as 
his reason for risking the flight here: 
“T would rather be killed by the bullets 
of a United Nations plane than not be 
able to attend chapel on Sundays.”’ 

In all Roman Catholic churches 
throughout South Korea, special Masses 
were said to invoke victory for the 
United Nations. Priests mounted pul- 
pits to urge Korean Catholics to give 
their lives, if necessary, in ‘‘the fight for 
the fatherland and the faith.”’ 


centers 


Christian churches have already been 
evacuated from Seoul to the port of 
Pusan, at the southeastern tip of the 
Korean peninsula. 

Similar appeals were heard in Seoul’s 
Protestant churches. 

Catholic authorities announced, mean- 
while, that pupils from southern parts 
of the country who are being educated 
in convents here would be returned to 
their homes because of the possible cap- 
ture of the city by the Chinese Com- 
munists. 





Summer Conferences 





Summer conference schedules. an- 


nounced for next summer are as follows: 


MONTREAT, N. C.: 

Presbyterian Educational Association of 
the South; Young Adult Conference; Chil- 
dren’s Council, June 27-July 2. 

Leadership School, July 3-12. 

Men's Conference, Sunday School Super- 
intendents, Directors of Religious Educa- 
tion, July 13-16. 

Woman’s Advisory Board, July 13-18. 

Presbyterial Presidents, July 17-18. 

Women’s Training School and Young 
People’s Council, July 18-25. 

Young People’s Leadership School, July 
25-Aug. 2. 

World Missions Conference, Aug. 2-8. 

Institute of Theology, Aug. 9-19. 

Church Extension Conference, Aug. 20- 
26. 

MASSANETTA SPRINGS, VA.,: 

Young Adult Conference, June 15-17. 

Virginia Music Camp, June 18-24. 

Pioneer Camp, June 25-July 1. 

Young People’s Conference, July 2-8. 

Junior Camp, July 2-8. 

Women's School, July 30-Aug. 5. 

Men’s Conference, Aug. 17-19. 

Bible Conference, Aug. 20-Sept. 2. 


MO-RANCH, Hunt, Texas: 
Synod’s Senior Conference, June 5-12. 
Young People’s Leaders, June 12-14. 
Older Young People, June 14-21. 
Men’s Conference, June 22-24. 
Young People’s Caravans, June 25-30. 
West Texas Seniors, July 2-9. 
West Texas Pioneers, July 17-24. 
El Paso Young People, July 25-Aug. 1. 
Church School Conference, Aug. 2-10. 
Church School Superintendents, Aug. 10- 
12. 


Interest in Ministry Begins Early 


Nearly two-thirds (63 per cent) of 
all ministerial students become inter- 
ested in the ministry before they are 
through high school. In a study of 
1978 ministerial students from 48 states 
and 20 different denominations it was 
found that 40 per cent of the boys were 
considering the ministry before they 
were 16 years old, and 69 per cent be- 
fore they were 19 years. 

Of the people who influenced boys to 
enter the ministry, the pastor ranks 
first, then comes the boy’s mother and 
then his father. The Sunday school 
teacher’s record is not good, with di- 
rect influence in only five per cent of 
the cases. 

Contrary to popular opinion, the boy’s 
girl friend encouraged him in three 
times as many cases as she discouraged 


him. 

One ministerial student out of three 
said they were kept from making their 
decision because no one gave them any 
guidance or told them about the work 
of the ministry. 

The report of this study is published 
in a 30-page bulletin and is being dis- 
tributed on a non-profit basis for 15 
cents by the Rural Church Department, 
Drew Seminary, Madison, New Jersey. 

Many rural enthusiasts have told 
about the large number of ministers 
produced by the rural church. This 
may have been true in the past, and 
in some rural churches now, but only 
33 per cent of these 1978 ministerial 
students came from rural churches, 
which is less than the rural population 
needs (43.5 per cent). 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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THE OUTLOOK PULPIT 


Nice People or New Men? 


“Except a man be born again, he can- 
not see the Kingdom of God.’’—John 
3:3. 


HERE IS POSSIBLY no chapter in 
the Bible with which we are more 
familiar than this third chapter 

of the Gospel according to John. It 
may be because we find in it the mar- 
velous expression of God’s love in the 
sixteenth verse, and which Martin 
Luther called the gospel in a nutshell. 
And yet, to my mind there is no chap- 
ter in the Bible so difficult to explain. 
Here you have the infinite love of God, 
the mission of Christ, the work of the 
Holy Spirit, the lost condition of the un- 
regenerate, the necessity of the new 
birth, the Kingdom of God, and life 
everlasting—tthese are the peaks on the 
Master’s mountains of thought. But 
the heart of the chapter is the inter- 
view of Jesus with Nicodemus in which 
Jesus states that the Kingdom is com- 
posed of twice-born men, and in which 
Christ made the keen, piercing, pene- 
trating distinction between nice people 
and new men. 


A Man of Influence 


Nicodemus was a fascinating charac- 
ter who moved like a discreet shadow 
in the drama of the fourth Gospel. 
Only John mentions him. He was a 
man of authority and influence, with the 
rank of senator, a member of the 
famous Sanhedrin. As an intellectual, 
he was known to the sophisticates of 
the day. He was a human sort, a lovable 
character in many ways, a nice person 
with some excellent social virtues. He 
was honest, modest, quiet, reserved, 
moral, decent, respectable, a gentleman 
of culture, full of wistful hesitations, 
agonizing uncertainties, and little con- 
cealments. Nicodemus was a religious 
man, a loyal Jew, schooled in the tra- 
ditions of Israel, orthodox, an ecclesiast 
who kept up all the forms of his re- 
ligion. The ceremonial rites of wash- 
ing hands and saying prayers were 
scrupulously fulfilled. 

There are at least three Gospel scenes 
in which Nicodemus was a major char- 
acter. In the calm privacy of night, 
Nicodemus approached the Christ. He 
came to Jesus by night either because 
of fear and caution or for the sake of 
convenience. At any rate, one can 
scarcely separate Nicodemus and night. 
In the interview Jesus struck at the 
depths of Nicodemus’ soul and declared, 
“Except a man be born again, he can- 
not see the Kingdom of God.’ The 
words gripped Nicodemus. He lived 
with that statement. It made a home 
in his life. I think he must have died 
with the words on his lips: ‘Ye must 
be born again.” 

Several chapters later, Nicodemus 
stood up before the Sanhedrin in the 
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controversy about this Galilean. His 
colleagues were bitter. They sneered 
at every good report and shouted down 
every good word. No one believed in 
this Christ. Nicodemus stirred rest- 
lessly, swallowed, perspired, finally 
stood up. Silence fell, red silence, like 
the sullen glow of fire against the sky. 
For a space he held his ground against 
a battery of hostile eyes. You feel like 
saying, ‘“‘Now, Nicodemus, courage—on 
your feet now! Go the whole way! That 
Galilean is the Christ, and you love him. 
Out with it!’’ And then he spoke, ‘‘Doth 
our law judge a man before you hear 
him?” Poor fellow!—God pity him! It 
was hardly worth putting into words. 
Courteous, cowardly Nicodemus offered 
no real opposition and so it was done 
one day—the innocent Carpenter was 
sent to the Cross. 


Two Who Came Back 


In the last scene of the tragic drama, 
two secret disciples made bold to ask 
Pilate for the body of Christ. With ten- 
derness and_ reverence, Joseph of 
Arimathea and Nicodemus prepared the 
body for burial and wrapped it in new 
linen and laid it in the new tomb. The 
ecrly church must have rejoiced at the 
open avowal of these two prominent 
men. Christ’s death paralyzed the other 
disciples so that they forsook him and 
fled, but it stunned these two splendid 
cowards into courage and action. They 
rendered loving but belated service. 
Nicodemus came upon the New Testa- 
ment story a nice person, but before he 
leaves it, he has become a new man. 


I 

I have taken Nicodemus as a symbol 
of the nice people of our generation 
whose forte is science and whose folly 
is omniscience. Life has lost its sense 
of mystery in the conceit of under- 
standing. Eyes no longer stare with 
wonder; heads are no longer bowed to 


wait with bated breath the discovery of 
the divine. We are a brash people who 
elbow our way past a thousand shrines 
and set our feet irreverently on the 
beauty strips of earth. The age of 
miracles is past. There is no more won- 
der in our souls. 

We glance wisely at the stars and 
talk of their ages: 


Twinkle, twinkle, little star, 

We know exactly what you are; 

You are just combusting so much mass 
Of C and N and hydrogen gas. 


We look at the earth and know exactly 
how it was built. We can explain the 
universe. Did we not perfect the 
atomic bomb? Are we not now har- 
nessing hydrogen bombs? 

The nice people of this generation 
are usually economically secure. They 
are the defenders of the status quo. 
They live on Snob Hill in Mortgage 
Row, away from the noise and much 
of life. They are cultured, winsome, 
congenial, charming, clever, comfort- 
able, compromising, complacent. They 
are pleasing pagans, parasites, pre- 
occupied with the immediate, secularists, 
self-seekers, materialists, not very good 
and not very bad, neither too nice nor 
too nasty, not enough of anything to be 
either an asset or a liability. They pass 
through life, pick it up and spend it 
with no sense of gratitude to those of 
the past who made it possible and with 
no sense of responsibility to the gen- 
erations unborn. They are standardized 
with the blueprint mind, taking their 
moral color from the crowd, not so much 
concerned with what is morally right 
as they are about what is socially cor- 
rect. When in Rome, they do as the 
Romans do, instead of doing right in 
Rome, even if they are the only ones in 
Rome doing it. They want their chil- 
dren to meet the right people, nice peo- 
ple equally mediocre and _ equally 
spiritually indistinguished. They are 
artificial, superficial, ‘“‘faultily faultless, 
icily regular, splendidly null,’’ content 
to live on the overflow of other peo- 
ple’s lives. 





lege, Western Theological Seminary. 


titions. 


sions and the New Life Movement. 
Mich. 





ECEMBEBR’S preacher from The Outlook Pulpit is the fourth Presbyterian, 
USA, minister to be included in the 1950 schedule. 
pastor of the First church, Detroit, Mich., since 1940. 

Protestant church in Michigan, his native state. 
He holds a Master’s degree from Louis- 
ville Seminary, of which he is now a director. 
mission on Evangelism for the National Council of Churches and the Presby- 
terian Church, USA. He is a member of the Wayne County Board of Institu- 
tions and the State Senate’s special committee on expansion of mental insti- 
Other pastorates, before Detroit, include: First (US), Paducah, Ky., 
1930-37; Knox church, Cincinnati, Ohio, 1937-40. 
made a three-months’ world tour by air, spending a month each in Japan, Korea 
and Europe on a special assignment for the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Mis- 
They spend their summers at Walloon Lake, 


Dr. Olert has been 
This is the oldest 
He is a graduate of Hope Col- 


He serves on the National Com- 


Last year Dr. and Mrs. Olert 














Borrowing Elton Trueblood’s figure, 
we might call them cut-flower Chris- 
tians, having beauty, color, fragrance 
for a few days, but because they are 
separated from the roots, they soon wilt 
and die. They keep up all the forms 
of religion but deny the power there- 
of; they never carry a cross, and are 
the victims of all of the fashionable 
fallacies of the day. Soren Kierkegaard 
calls these ‘‘cut-flower Christians’’ the 
esthetes, people who are “uncommitted.” 
John Mackay uses the figure of the 
balcony and the arena. There are those 
who stand on the balcony in their 
vaunted detachment from life, look 
down upon the struggle in complete 
apathy and complacence. They never 
fling themselves into the fight. Dean 
Inge, of St. Paul’s, states that we are 
in danger of losing our Christianity be- 
cause Christianity is a religion for 
heroes while most of us are good- 
natured little people who want every- 
body to have a good time. 


Stop Short of Victory 


There they stand, these nice people, 
their loins girt with religiosity, having 
on the breastplate of respectability, feet 
shod with cleverness, head encased in 
a helmet of spread-eagle patriotism, 
sarrying in one hand the shield of suc- 
cess, and in the other the sword of in- 
fluence and pull. There are many fine 
shadings in this distinction. There are 
so-called Christians who live good lives, 
moral, decent, respectable, but who stop 
short of leading lives of depth, power, 
and victory. 

The heaviest liability of Christianity, 
the bane of democracy, the contempt of 
Christ, the damnation of the world in 
this critical hour are the nice people 
who are guilty of no vicious deeds, who 
have violated no laws, but who are use- 
less. They have never heard the agoniz- 
ing call of the world. The pillars of 
civilization sag and crumble, but they 
do nothing to prevent it. They never 
fling themselves into the fight. Oh, the 
appalling waste of decent, capable, nice 
people! The real enemy of Christianity 
and democracy is not the Red organizer 
who openly opposes the church, but the 
respectable citizen who adopts a patron- 
izing attitude toward the church by the 
gesture of joining it when he has no 
idea of a genuine commitment to its 
gospel. 

Christ reserved his sharpest scorn for 
people who were useless. He cursed the 
barren fig tree and asked why it cum- 
bered the ground. We have missed the 
purpose of the parable of the talents if 
we do not see that Christ’s denunciation 
was let loose upon the man who had 
hid his one talent in the earth. In the 
parable of the Good Samaritan, anyone 
can condemn the robbers and thieves, 
but Christ with subtle satire denounced 
the Levite and the priest who did noth- 
ing. ‘Inasmuch as ye did it—and inas- 
much as ye did it not—unto me.” 


Il 
The world does not need more nice 


people, but it is desperately in need of 
new men. All the talk I hear about 
a new world has to do with organization, 
the United Nations, a world police force, 
security councils, and a surrender of 
national sovereignty. Nothing is said 
about the new men who must precede 
the creation of a new world. What 
zood will it do if we create a new world 
but do not have the character to sustain 
it? The foundations of a new world are 
not found in legislation and diplomacy, 
but in the iron base of morality and 
religious faith. You may wipe the world 
clean of militarism, scrub it white of 
autocracy, carpet it in democracy, drape 
it in the flags of republicanism, hang 
on its walls the pictures of freedom, 
but unless you do something about 
changing human hearts, within a gen- 
eration the world will be in need of an- 
other housecleaning. 

St. Paul engaged in an inner struggle 
and came to the sober conclusion that 
the good that he would he did not do, 
and the evil that he would not he did. 
In The Confessions of an Octogenarian, 
Dr. L. P. Jacks writes, “I hear a good 
deal of talk about the Kingdom of God, 
world brotherhood, and an ideal social 
system which the reformers want to set 
up. But when I look at myself I see 
at once that I lack the qualities neces- 
sary to play a part. I am too imper- 
fect a man for the heroic life I should 
have to lead, and the noble deeds I 
should have to do if the Kingdom were 
set on foot with me, poor man, as a 
member of it.’’ 

Scripture is full of terms to describe 
that redemptive process—the new birth, 
a new creation, quickening, called from 
darkness to light, from death to life, a 
living hope, transformation, or the word 
“new’’—“‘Behold, I make all things 
new.” It is the creative act of God, 
mysterious as the wind, supernatural, 
instantaneous, radical, revolutionary, 
the implanting of a spark of spiritual 
life. The glory of Christianity is that no 
man need stay the way he is. It is diffi- 
cult to find language to describe that 
inner transformation. Perhaps a few 
illustrations will let in light on its 
strange power. 


Something Is Lacking 


Plutarch tells the story of a man who 
for the first time saw a corpse. That 
was a strange sight to behold. The man 
in Plutarch’s parable picked up the 
corpse and set him on his feet, only, of 
course, to discover that the man slumped 
to the ground. A second and a third 
time he set him on his feet, steadied 
him, tried to shake him into conscious- 
ness, but without success. As the man 
fell, a dead weight, to the ground, the 
man in Plutarch’s parable made the 
naive statement, “There must be some- 
thing lacking inside.”’ 

In the wintertime, the windows of 
the sanctuary might well be frosted 
over. If you were determined to get 
rid of the frost, and if you had the 
time and the patience, you might take 
some sharp instrument and begin to 


scrape the frost tediously from the win- 
dows. But it is almost certain that by 
the time you had gotten to the last 
window, the first window would be com- 
pletely frosted over again. I would 
suggest that you build a fire in the fur- 
nace, raise the temperature of the room, 
and the frost would take care of it- 
self. 

The other day, I saw a bird sitting on 
a telephone wire, a master of poise and 
confidence, singing a song to the God 
of the skies. That bird could not under- 
stand the messages that passed through 
that telephone wire on which he was 
perched — perhaps fortunately for the 
bird. In the first place, the bird can- 
not understand human speech, and sec- 
ondly, he was not in the proper posi- 
tion at either the sending or receiving 
end of the wire. The illustration is not 
perfect, but the point is clear, that the 
difference between the bird and a man 
is no greater than that which obtains 
between a flesh-born man and a spirit- 
born man. 

Here we all are, flesh-born and spirit- 
born men and women, nice people. We 
see the same sun, we breathe the same 
air, we eat the same food, we speak the 
same language, but, oh, my soul, what 
different worlds flesh-born and _ spirit- 
born men live in! 

Dr. Robert Dale, of Carrs Lane church 
in Birmingham, England, was once 
writing a sermon on this passage of 
Scripture. He came to the figure of 
speech Jesus employed when he spoke 
of the wind. He found it difficult to 
say anything about the wind. He threw 
down his pencil and went for a walk 
down by the sea. Along the shore, he 
came upon a raw-boned, weather-beaten 
sailor, to whom he said, ‘Sir, what can 
you tell me about the wind?’ Said 
the sailor, ‘‘Nuttin’, sir, but I can hoist 
a sail in it.” 


Men and Women Are Transformed 


What can I tell you about the new 
birth? Not too much, but I have seen 
men and women caught in the sweep 
of it, and transformed into new per- 
sonalities. If the cactus can lose its 
thorn, if the swamp can be drained and 
made into a health resort, if the desert 
can be made to bloom like the rose, and 
if dead bones can be made to live anew, 
why cannot nice people be transformed 
into new men? 

Ezekiel in his prophecy describes a 
daring picture of a valley of dead bones. 
Here was a cemetery turned upside 
down, skin destroyed, flesh corrupted, 
bones disjointed—a hopeless mess. But 
dead bones are no obstacle to the 
Divine Bone-Maker. God has the power 
to resurrect them. He breathed upon 
those dead bones and they came to life 
again. 

In Christ’s name, I have come to ask 
if that inner transformation has hap- 
pened to you. If not, I counsel you to 
pray: Come, O breath of God, breathe 
upon our slain hopes, our closed minds, 
our defeated wills, our dying spirits and 
cause them to live again! 
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Unscriptural Days and Seasons 


HE ADVENT SEASON finds us 
poring over our General Assem- 
ply’s ‘Calendar of Special Days 

and Seasons” with considerable con- 
fusion for there are features about the 
whole idea of special observances which 
we do not understand. 

We remember that Presbyterians do 
not observe the great historical seasons 
and days observed by some of our less 
Scripturally - minded fellow - Christians 
because we do not find these seasons and 
days recorded in the Scriptures. Of 
course, we have strangely overlooked 
the fact that Easter was celebrated in 
the New Testament Church, and that the 
Gospels describe a great and elaborately 
prepared birthday celebration at the 
time Jesus was born. Pentecost was 
celebrated in the New Testament Church 
and the records indicate that the 
Apostles regarded it as a most signifi- 
cant festival. Yet we have not regarded 
it as worthy of a place in the Presby- 
terian scheme of things. Perhaps, it is 
no accident that we are singularly lack- 
ing in that emotional splendor which 
burst into flame in the New Testament 
Church’s celebration of Pentecost. 


Once No Christmas or Easter 


Of course, Christmas and Easter are 
universally celebrated in our churches 
now. The time, though, when they were 
not is recent enough for most of us to 
remember it. But even so, they have no 
official place in our ecclesiastical plans 
to this day. We notice with surprise 
the only entry on our Assembly’s Calen- 
dar following December 24: ‘‘Joy Gift 
for Ministerial Relief,’’ and December 
25 does not appear at all. Again, for 
Easter the entry: “Overseas Relief and 
Interchurch Aid,’ without any indication 
that it is the climactic season of the 
Christian year, representing the event 
which changed the day of worship and 
which St. Paul seemed to consider the 
most important part of the ministry of 
our Lord. 

This is all surprising enough. Even 
so, there is more. Having obliterated 
from ecclesiastical recognition the only 
three festivals which are Scriptural 
enough to appear in the New Testament, 
we have with unerring consistency de- 
clined to accept other days and seasons 
because they, too, are not Scriptural. 

Christian people in early times found 
certain days and seasons beneficial to 
observe and so appointed them for use 
in the churches. It seems a rather 
natural process and one to be expected. 
For example, the doctrine of immortal- 
ity produced in their hearts a desire to 
remember and honor those who had 
fought the good fight and kept the faith. 


*Minister, First Church, Wilmington, 
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So they chose a special day which they 
called ‘‘All Saints.’”’ They felt that prep- 
aration should be made for the proper 
celebration of Easter and they set aside 
a time they called Lent. 


Preparation for Christmas 


The same feeling prompted them to 
have a time to prepare for Christmas, 
varying from four to five weeks, which 
they called Advent. During this time 
they appointed one week to honor the 
Holy Scriptures. We appoint such a 
time to be observed, too, but we call it 
“Bible Sunday” without reference to its 
sacred Christian history. Another Sun- 
day of Advent was for repentance, an- 
other for exalting the office of the Chris- 
tian ministry, and these all in prepara- 
tion for the New Testament festival of 
celebrating the birth of Jesus. It was 
designed to be a time of great searching 
of heart and dedication of life. 

Of course, Advent is forgotten now 
except in liturgical churches and in them 
it does not influence their people as it 
should. The consequence is that we 
have turned over Advent to the Chamber 
of Commerce. It brought Santa Claus 
last night to our city with a great parade 
and several bands and a special edition 
of newspapers advertising whatnots in 
the stores and 75,000 people lined the 
streets. It was quite an event, the 
Advent of Santa Claus. 

Christian churches found special days 
and seasons profitable in focusing the 
attention of the people on great doc- 
trines of the church. It was a natural 
development and one to be expected. If 
it went too far and became encrusted 
with superstition, that is too bad. In 
fact, that is equally as bad as throwing 
over the entire sacred tradition. 


No Superstitions, But a Few Hobbies 


We Presbyterians now have worked 
ourselves into a strange position. For 
a good many years we have been ap- 
pointing ‘“‘Special Seasons and Special 
Days’’ because they seem profitable to 
the church. Some of them have been 
beneficial to the church. They remind 
us of the needs: for prayer for special 
objects, for church papers in our homes, 
for better race relations, for the training 
of youth, and for other worthwhile pur- 
poses. They have actually been profit- 
able. So far as we know, we Presby- 
terians have had sufficient good judg- 
ment and spiritual discernment to pre- 
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vent superstitions from becoming at- 
tached to any of these observances. We 
must admit, though, that some Presby- 
terians do allow hobbies to get hold of 
them and the hobbies take on a flavor 
that could develop into mild supersti- 
tions if they were not checked by ‘‘good 
old Presbyterian” mass resistance. 

The strangeness of our position is to 
be seen in the fact that we have found 
certain “Special Seasons and Special 
Days’”’ to be beneficial to the church and 
we have loaded down our ecclesiastical 
calendar with them while we have ex- 
cluded from our calendar those days 
which earlier Christians found beneficial 
and the exclusion is based on our Pres- 
byterian complaint that they are “un- 
scriptural.’ Besides all this we continue 
to omit from our ecclesiastical year the 
three festivals actually found in the New 
Testament and our reason is that they 
toe are “‘unscriptural.” 


Cluttered by Good Causes 


This article is not written for the pur- 
pose of pleading for a planned ecclesi- 
astical year. To most of us, including 
this writer, such an arrangement would 
be quite distasteful. However, there are 
two points we are emphasizing here 
which deserve some Presbyterian wis- 
dom. One of them is that we are ac- 
tually cluttering up our church year 
Sunday by Sunday with too many good 
causes, and that we are doing it incon- 
sistently, for these “Special Days and 
Special Seasons,’ as our Assembly 
chooses to call them, are no more Scrip- 
tural than those historic days and sea- 
sons which we claim to exclude for the 
same reason. 

The second point is that we need some 
of the systematic emphases on great doc- 
trines which the historic days and sea- 
sons encouraged. Of course, we can 
have those emphases without the ap- 
pointed periods but the plain truth is 
that we have neglected the doctrines to 
such a point that most of our people 
have little intelligent knowledge of 
them. Besides, there is psychological 
value and therefore spiritual profit, in 
observing a day which for many hun- 
dreds of years has been so observed. 
Therefore, we ought to give some official 
recognition to those observances of the 
ancient church which emphasize great 
doctrines. It might be unwise for us to 
make them as binding on our churches 
as those other ‘“‘unscriptural” days and 
seasons we have appointed; but, at least, 
it would be profitable to us to have offi- 
cial memoranda regarding them. 
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EDITORIAL 


Giving and the Year’s End 





Many church and charitable institu- 
tions use the end of the year as a time 
to call the attention of 
provision of the Federal 
which offers full exemption from taxes 
up to 15% of made 
to church and benevolent bodies. 
Dec. 31 are 


givers to the 
Government 
income for gifts 
Sav- 
ings applicable before 
greater than those offered a year ago. 
If a single person’s income is up to 
$2,000 (a $4,000) 
then the tax saved per dollar is 17¢c with 
the actual cost per dollar-gift amount- 


married couple’s, 


ing to 83c. This rises, however, so that 


on $10,000 for a single person the cost 


per dollar is 6%e and on $109,000 it 


is only 2lc. 
The appeal to tax savings is not the 


most worthy motive on which to base 


appeals for gifts to good causes; we 


would be made for 


but there is 


would hope they 
other and better reasons; 
nothing wrong in showing the way these 
exemptions work and there is certainly 
how much 


most peo- 


nothing wrong in showing 
less than the permitted 15% 


ple give to good causes. 
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Symbols Won’t Defeat Communism 


We are glad to note the firm stand 
taken by the Methodist ministers in the 
Emporia and Independence districts in 
Kansas. They vetoed the ‘Chanute 
plan” for Christian opposition to world 
Communion which ealls for a mass dis- 
play of the cross as a ‘‘symbol of Chris- 
tian defiance.””’ One of these ministers 
called the plan a ‘vicious, unethical ex- 
ploitation of the cross.” 

It is to be heartily hoped that the 
originators of such plans will be led 
to see that such evils as Communism 
must be fought and overcome in some 
entirely different way. On something of 
the same level much of the bluster 
about the flag and patriotism simply 
clouds the picture so that we are not 
encouraged to do the sort of things 
which have made the flag great or to 
seek the kind of values for which the 
flag really stands. Many of these super- 
patriots are seen to be no patriots at 
all. And many of these who exploit the 
cross in unworthy ways (as in the mass 
displays by the KKK) are seen to be far 
from its spirit and purpose. 


17 Sundays in 52 


A need for some information from 
our Assembly’s calendar of ‘‘Special Days 
and Special Seasons”’ sent us to page 15 
of the Minutes of the General Assembly. 
A reading of this calendar always 
arouses curiosity and frequently some 
Suppose a min- 
ister followed it literally and preached 
a sermon for each of the 24 Sundays 
designated. If he happens to take off 
four Sundays for vacation and helps in 
three series of evangelistic services and 
has four visiting ministers during the 
year, after following the calendar for 
24 special days, he then would have 
remaining only 17 Sundays to ‘‘preach 
the gospel’’ as he understands it. 

One of the great objections we Pres- 
byterians have to the use of a book of 
liturgy is that it ties up the services 
of a church to a prescribed schedule of 
subjects and Scripture lessons and 
throttles the originality and spontaneity 
of the The objections are 
indeed well founded. However, here we 
are with our vociferous objections al- 
most duplicating the system we deplore 
and doing it with far less reference to 
the great heritage of our faith than if 
we had a book! 

Certainly we are not pleading for a 
book, although the Book of Common 
Worship should be used far more for 
specific purposes than most of us use 
it. Our appeal is not for a book but 
for freedom from days and _ seasons 
created to meet certain objective needs, 
and for freedom from the reams and 
reams of literature sent to us free of 
charge to promote the objects of need 
on the designated days. 


feeling of depression. 


preacher. 


If we insist on creating an ecclesiasti- 
cal year with its Presbyterian- 
flavored calendar, let us use some dis- 
crimination in making it more for wor- 
ship than for pushing machinery.—W. 
C., dF. 
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In Passing 


A Column of News and Opinion 





MOO—Texas’ fabulous summer confer- 

ence center, Mo-Ranch, was heard on 
the lips of one of the unitiated the other 
day as ‘‘Moo-Ranch.”’ 

* * * 

WEEK OF PRAYER—The week of 

prayer, sponsored annually by the De- 
partment of Evangelism of the Nationa] 
Council of Churches, will concentrate on 
‘“‘A Fellowship Without Frontiers,” with 
the daily devotional topics written by G. 
Curtis Jones (Seventh Street Christian 
in Richmond, Va., en route to Nash- 
ville’s Vine Street Christian). The 
booklet costs five cents at the Dept. 
of Evangelism, National Council of 
Churches, 297 Fourth Ave., N. Y. 10. 

* * + 

PRESBYTERIANS ALL—One of the 

highlights of the Cleveland meeting 
of the National Council was the fellow- 
ship breakfast for the Presbyterian 
family—-US, USA, United, Evangelical 
and Reformed, Reformed Church in 
America. More than 150 of these Pres- 
byterians tried to get into a dining room 
which had been set up for about 100. 
Some (including an institutional presi- 
dent) looked sadly out of place, perched 
at the then-closed bar at one end of the 
dining room. In the brief period, no ad- 
dresses were made, but the various mod- 
erators responded appropriately. The 
Southern Moderator, Dr. Lacy, ex- 
plained, obviously in answer to repeated 
questions, why some Presbyterians are 
called ‘‘U. S.”’ and some “‘U. S. A.” 


* * * 


ELECTRIC—tThe United Presbyterians’ 

Lowrie Anderson, a missionary to the 
Sudan, told about a missionary child 
who wanted to be a missionary on 
furlough when he grew up. He said 
his niece, when she was told that he had 
been elected Moderator, prayed that 
night: ‘‘God bless Uncle Lowrie and his 
new electric moderator.”’ 

* * * 

MARYVILLE’S President Ralph Waldo 

Lloyd, a USA member of the Coopera- 
tion and Union Committee, arranged the 
breakfast and presided with felicity. In 
addition to Drs. Anderson and Lacy, he 
also called on James B. Mulder, of the 
Dutch Reformed Church, and L. W. 
1oebel, presiding officer of the Evan- 
gelical and Reformed body. Hugh Ivan 
Evans, USA Moderator, made a serious 
emphasis, stressing the need for full 
commitment in these times. He also told 
a Bill Stern story which is being widely 
reneated about the Notre Dame coach 
who sent word to the priests, in the 
midst of a tough game, asking them to 
pray. His messenger, returned, in tune 
to present-day wholesale changes of of- 
fensive and defensive teams, to ask if 
he wanted a defensive or an offensive 
priest. 
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A Meditation for the New Year 


BLESSED BE CURIOSITY 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 








“And when the Lord saw that he 
turned aside to see, God called to him.” 
iz. 3:4. 


OSES’ MOTIVE was pure curi- 
osity, nothing else. He had no 
lofty desires, least of all any 

ambition to be the Lord’s champion in 
Egypt. All he had was curiosity to 
know why that bush was not burnt. 
And God rewarded him. 

Moses might have passed that bush 
by. He could have said, ‘‘Bushes afire 
always burn; I’m just seeing things.” 
He might have said, ‘Any bush afire 
that doesn’t burn is an uncanny thing; 
I don’t dare look.’” He might even have 
said, ‘‘Well, some bushes burn and some 
don’t. I must ask Jethro about this.” 
But no, Moses went off the trail to see 
for himself how that bush could be on 
fire and yet not burning. We read that 
when God saw that he turned aside to 
see, then God spoke to him. 

God seldom speaks to the incurious. 
He speaks to the daring, to the man who 
asks questions, who is not satisfied with 
ignorance, who is not afraid of the un- 
known but who is restless so long as it 
remains unknown. Blessed be curiosity! 
One who lacks it, lacks a basic human 
instinct. 


URIOSITY can get us into trouble, 
to be sure. There are times and 
circumstances when it has to be 

repressed. But God did not give us 
curiosity for nothing. Not curiosity that 
merely wonders. There is lazy curi- 
osity and active. If Moses had said, 
“Well, well, that’s strange. I wonder 
what could be the reason for it,’’ and 
gone plodding along after his sheep, 
that would have been mere lazy curios- 
ity and God would not have spoken to 
him. Lazy curiosity wants to know, 
but never takes the trouble to find out. 
Active curiosity goes out of the way, if 
need be, to get the answer to every Why. 

People no doubt had lazy curiosity for 
thousands of years, but it did them no 
good except to kill time. When they 
began to ask with insatiable persistence 
such questions as ‘‘Why does the lid of 


a kettle bob up and down when the 
kettle boils?’’ or ‘‘Why does Nature 
abhor a vacuum?” or ‘‘What is on the 
other side of the ocean?’ or ‘“‘Why do 
so many babies die?’’ there began the 
march toward understanding and con- 
trol of nature’s forces which (in spite 
of terrible misuses) has brought such 
benefits to us all. 

The same is true in the realm of mind 
and spirit. No real education is possi- 
ble without mental curiosity. ‘‘You can 
lead a boy to knowledge but you can’t 
make him think.’’ No one ever thinks 
until and unless he wants to know. 
Sometimes he does not want to know 
until he gets into a pickle; but however 
the curiosity comes, until it comes there 
will be little learned. No one can ex- 
tend the range of his friendships who 
has no social curiosity, who is not keen 
to explore friendships among kinds of 
people he has never known before. It 
is not less true in the spiritual world. 
No one ever knew more about God who 
did not want to know more. No one 
ever found out what prayer can do who 
was not interested enough to try. 


T THE BEGINNING of the new 

year it is a good question to ask: 

How much curiosity do we have? 

The very newness of the year—does it 

frighten us, does it annoy us, or does 
it excite us, as it ought to? 

There are three levels on which we 
can enter the new year, or for that mat- 
ter any new day or moment. Lowest is 
the level of fear. Either because we 
dread the unknown and uncertain, or 
because we forebode disasters, we wish 
time would turn backward instead of 
forward. This will do us no good at all. 
Then there is the level of apathy, in- 
difference. This can easily be mistaken, 
by the pious, for the attitude of trust. 
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But it is one thing to take what God 
sends and be grateful; it is not at all 
the same thing as sliding through life 
from one year to the next with no in- 
terest, no curiosity, no ambition or hope 
or plan. 

Then there is the level of curiosity, in 
the good sense, an active interest in ex- 
ploring the unknown. To intellectual 
and social curiosity let us, as Christians, 
add spiritual curiosity. Let us not sup- 
pose that we know all about God that 
we can know. Let us not assume that 
we know already what God’s will is for 
our lives. Each day let us ask again, 
What wilt thou have me to do? Let us 
not think that we have learned all there 
is to be learned about prayer. 


F THIS new year be darker—and it 
surely is—than any we have known, 
let no wind of disaster wilt or break 

our God-planted flower of curiosity. We 
have known faith in easy times; now let 
us explore the possibilities of faith in 
hard times. We have known what God 
can do for us in the light; now let us 
find out how it feels to walk with him 
into the dark. 
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CHURCH NEWS 





Mo-Ranch Facilities 
Now Being Improved 


Texas News Letter 


The development program at Mo- 
Ranch, Texas Synod’s conference center, 
is to move right ahead according to 
plans recently announced. These plans 
include a new dining hall to seat 400, 
which, it is thought, will make possible 
conferences of 1,000 people. A private 
housing unit will provide for 64 people, 
a central sewage disposal system will be 
installed, roads will be paved, the lodge 
and youth building will be remodeled 
and the private cottage program will get 
underway. Wm. J. Murray, Jr., of 
Austin, is chairman of the development 
program. 


New Houston Church 
Gets $60,000 Help 

Houston’s First Church has appropri- 
ated $60,000 to be used in building the 


new Memorial Oaks church, made up 
largely of former First and Second 
church members. Services for this new 
church are being held now in the air 
conditioned auditorium of a Coca Cola 
bottling plant. Alert and aggressive 
leaders of the other Houston churches 
are included in this new development 
and a high degree of interest and en- 
thusiasm is being manifested. This 
church is in one of the new and grow- 
ing areas of the city. 


Central Auditor to 
Examine All Records 

A new step in Synod’s auditing pro- 
cedures was taken recently in setting 
up an auditing committee to secure and 
activate a central auditor for all of 
Synod’s institutions. This has been 
effected in order to standardize account- 
ing procedures and to enable the church 
at large to have a clear record in its 
hands. This new auditing committee 
operates under Synod’s Council. The 
synod has had a central treasurer for 
several years. Last reports indicated 
that only 4.9% of the synod’s gifts re- 
ported to the Assembly were unac- 
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counted for by the central treasurer’, 
office. The Synod’s Council also hag a 
program, publicity and research commit. 
tee, with John D. Moseley, executive 
secretary of the Texas Legislative Coun- 
cil, as chairman. The first assignment 
of this committee is to get information 
and exhibits for the synod’s centennial 
meeting in Austin next fall. 


Austin College Inaugurates 
Night Classes in Sherman 


Austin College is now offering night 

classes for the benefit of residents of 
Sherman and nearby communities. 4 
number of those enrolled include teach- 
ers in the public schools. -One of 
the college’s most valuable and loyal 
supporters, Pat E. Hooks, of Itasca, 
died Oct. 17. Mr. Hooks was chairman 
of the college board for 17 years. 
The $325,000 student union memorial 
building and the $48,000 health center- 
infirmary are now under construction 
on the college campus. . Efforts are 
being made to secure an ROTC unit for 
the college. 


Churches Celebrate 
Notable Events 


The Grand Avenue church in Sher- 
man celebrated its 50th anniversary this 
fall with a full program directed by 
the pastor, Walter Lazenby, Jr. 
yround was broken in early November 
for the new Wilshire church in Austin. 

.A new congregation is in process 
of formation on East Illinois Street in 
Dallas under the name of the St. Paul’s 
Presbyterian Church, .The Tyler 
congregation has just moved into its 
great new building, with special serv- 
ices marking the opening. . The 
Kilgore church celebrated its centennial 
anniversary this fall as did the City 
Temple (USA) in Dallas. 
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city Church Councils Gain 
In Strength and Service 


The San Antonio Council of Churches 
has been the only church federation in 
Texas With full-time office and staff for 
the past six years. However, the new 
Dallas Council opened an office in Octo- 
per and the Houston Council is expected 
to employ an executive soon. Harold 
Kilpatrick, a member of the Beacon Hill 
church, is the executive of the San An- 
tonio body. This council recently re- 
ported the reception of 13 new member 
congregations, making a total of 80 
member churches in the San Antonio 
Council, including eight Negro churches 
and nine Latin-American congregations. 


Study Project Seeks 
Facts on State Schools 


C. Ellis Nelson, Austin Seminary pro- 
fessor, is acting as research coordinator 
in the Higher Education Study Project 
for the Texas Legislative Council. This 
study, authorized by the state legisla- 
ture, is a far-reaching effort to discover 
facts which will make possible more 
effective overall planning and coordina- 
tion in the state educational system. 
One problem which confronts this group 
is the matter of Negro education. In 
efforts to provide completely equal facil- 
ities, the most acute problem is said to 
be in the junior colleges. Texas has 


only one public junior college for Ne- 
groes —a municipally suported college 
in San Antonio. There are 21 Negroes 
enrolled at the University of Texas this 
year and two in the Medical Branch at 
Galveston. 


Houston Chapter of United 
Church Group Is Organized 


A chapter of the Association for a 
United Church was formed recently at 
a meeting in the First Presbyterian 
church of Houston. Some 65 persons 
from six denominations heard Wm. H. 
Veale of New Haven, Conn., say that a 
movement for a united church is sweep- 
ing Protestantism. The Association, he 
said, now has 26 chapters, representing 
160 Protestant groups, in 26 states. 
(RNS) 


Miscellany 


Two Latvian Displaced Persons have 
become care-takers of Camp Gilmont, 
Paris Presbytery’s conference center, 
Arrangements were made by the direc- 
tors through Church World Service... . 
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Your participation in 


COMPLETION PLANS has won the 


Thank You... PRESBYTERIAN MEN! 
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Now? ...FOLLOW UP! ...NO LET UP! 
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®Visit every church to discuss Completion Plans. 


*Present the challenge for new missionary effort in Korea. 


Let’s complete a Program that insures our future 


HENRY GRADY BLDG., ATLANTA, GA. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 
Harold J. 
church, 








Dudley, pastor of the First 
Wiison, N. C., has been named 
executive secretary of the Synod of 
North Carolina. Dr. Dudley, the first 
to hold this newly-created 


a decision has not yet been made, it is 
thought that the synod’s office will be 
in Raleigh. 

Anton J. Van Puffelen, of the West- 
minster church, Dallas, Texas, will be- 
come pastor of the Independent church, 
Savannah, Ga., January 1. 

D. Mac Brown from Atlanta, Ga., to 
Apt. 2, 2571 Myrtle Lane, Decatur, Ga., 
no change of work. 








position, ts Jos. A. Vance from Bristol, Tenn., 
expected to take office April 1. Though to 39 Edmond Place, Detroit 1, Mich. 
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Christ’s birthday. 


WHAT would be your feelings if vou were invited to a birth- 
day party where everyone received elaborate, expensive gifts 
except the one whose birthday was being celebrated? 
What gifts will he receive?” 


from Paul Calvin Payne published here by a friend of the churches. 


This is 


—A quotation 


DEATH 

Wm. T. McDonald, 56, died Dec. 1¢ 
at his home at Powhatan, Va. Mr. Me. 
Donald had been pastor of the Proyj. 
dence and Genito churches since 192). 
Two sons are ministers: Carlyle A., at 
Lexington, Va., and Roger K., Norfolk, 
Va. 


SERMONS 

The Pulpit in the South, edited by 
Frank S. Mead (Revell, $2) has 16 
sermons in it, including five by Preg- 
byterian, US, ministers: Wallace y, 
Alston, Wm. M. Elliott, Jr., Jas. A, 
Jones, John S. Land, and John A. Red. 
head. 


From China... to Brazil 


Robert P. 
ardson 


Richardson and Mrs. Rich- 
and Dr. Henry Nelson are en 
route home from missionary service in 
China. A cable to that effect indicated 
that they were leaving Taichow Dec. 15. 

C. Darby Fulton, executive secretary 
of World Missions, left Miami by plane 
for Brazil on December 16 and is ex- 
pected to return to Miami Dec. 23. Dr. 
Fulton is to confer with leaders of the 
Presbyterian church on mat- 
ters related to the work of the joint 
committee on cooperation in Portugal. 
This committee includes represen- 
tatives of the Brazilian church, the Pres- 
byterian Church, USA, and the Presby- 
terian Church, US. 


Brazilian 
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In the true Christmas 
spirit we wish you 
every happiness this 


glad Holiday Season. 


Virginia Trust Company 


02 E-Mbein chtrect CX otoh mond, Virginia 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 






x 
C.4 
jor 














M ay the Prince of Peace enter 


all hearts this Christmas 


May there be joy and_thanks- 


giving in every home 
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BIBLE STUDY 





Jesus Begins His Ministry 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR JANUARY 7, 1951 


Mark 1:1-20 


We begin this week a three month’s 
study of the Gospel according to Mark. 
It is the earliest of our four Gospels and, 
according to the tradition of the church, 
was written by Mark at the request of 
the church in Rome shortly after the 
great Neronian persecution. Mark was 
a follower of Peter and drew much of 
his material from Peter’s vivid recollec- 
tions of the Master. 

In the first chapter Mark describes 
the beginning of Jesus’ ministry — the 
beginning of the good news of Jesus, 
who was the promised Messiah (i. e., 
the Christ), the Son of the Living God. 
(See 1:1) 


I. The Preaching of John, 1:1-8 


All four Gospels agree that Jesus’ 
ministry began with the preaching of 
John the Baptist. He was, Mark indi- 
cates, the inaugurator or forerunner 
foretold by the prophets of old. John 
appeared suddenly in the wilderness 
near the mouth of the Jordan, preach- 
ing the baptism of repentance for the 
remission His great purpose, 
as Matthew indicates, was to prepare 
the nation morally and spiritually, for 
the advent of the Kingdom of God, 
which was now close at hand. 


of sins. 


II. The Baptism of Jesus, 1:9-11 


News of the great revival spread to 
Nazareth, fifty miles to the north. Jesus, 
then a young carpenter, thirty years of 
age, laid down his tools, came to John, 
and was baptized by him in the Jordan. 

Some have wondered why Jesus, who 
had no consciousness of sin, should have 
submitted himself to this symbolic rite. 
But there other which 
made it both wise and desirable. For 
one thing it was a public endorsement 


were reasons 


of the vital religious movement inaugu- 
rated by open acknowledge- 
ment that the nation, with which he was 
identified, needed to turn to God with 
new penitence and faith. It was also a 
personal dedication of his own life to 
the service of God and to the propaga- 
tion of his reign among men. Jesus 
was conscious at all times of his fellow- 
ship with the Father, but there were 
times when his religious experience was 
unusually profound. Such was the case 
here. As he came up out of the water, 
“immediately he saw the heavens opened 
and the Spirit descending upon him like 
a dove.’”’ These words describe a vision 
seen apparently only by Jesus himself, 
an experience whose meaning he de- 
scribed symbolically to his disciples. 

1. He saw the heavens opened. ‘‘The 
Jews believed in a plurality of heavens, 


John, an 
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in the remotest of which dwelt the Most 
High. By this symbolic language the 
idea is conveyed that Jesus at his bap- 
tism was given a unique vision of God 
and came into living vital fellowship 
with him.” (Davies: Abingdon Bible 
Commentary.) 

2. And the Spirit descended upon him 
like a dove. Familiar pictures repre- 
sent this scene literally. Dr. Bartlett 
suggests that we may best understand 
this picturesque account of what Jesus 
saw by comparison with his words on a 
somewhat similar occasion, recorded in 
Luke 10:18. There on the return of 
the Seventy from successful work for 
the Kingdom, Jesus exclaimed: ‘I be- 
held Satan fallen as lightening from 
heaven.’”” Such language cannot there 
be meant literally, nor should it be 
here. In Rabbinic literature the dove 
is sometimes used as a symbol for the 
Spirit of God. And that is the mean- 
ing here. The dove symbolizes the fact 
that God’s Spirit did really descend 
upon Jesus. It was not merely a sign 
that here was a person endued with the 
Spirit, but a special influence beginning 
at this time and preparing him for his 
new work. This for Mark was the real 
significance of Jesus’ baptism (cf. Acts 
10:38). The evangelist had already in- 
dicated that the real baptism, of which 
that in the water is only the sign, is a 
baptism of the Holy Spirit. Here he 
points out that Jesus’ active ministry 
began with the descent of the Spirit. 
As John had foretold, ‘‘I have baptized 
you with water, but he will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit.” 

3. And a voice came from heaven. 
“Thou art my beloved Son; with thee 
I am well pleased.’”’ The language here 
is taken from the second part of Isaiah, 
which foretells the coming of God’s 
servant, and which reaches its climax in 
the familiar 53rd chapter. This was a 
favorite section of Scripture with Jesus. 
Perhaps he had been thinking of his 
career in the light of the prophet’s pic- 
ture of the Servant of the Lord. As he 
came up from the water, God’s voice 
sounded clearly in his mind. He knew 
that he was God’s Son, the servant in 
whom he delights. Some think it was 
here that Jesus first became aware of 
his peculiar relationship to God. But 
it is more generally believed that he 
had known of his unique relationship 
to God since early boyhood (See Luke 
2:49), and that the Voice merely called 
him to begin his Messianic work. 


Ill. The Temptation, 1:12-13 


Mark’s account of the temptation is 


more abbreviated than that of either 
Matthew or Luke. He does not give us 
even a hint as to the nature of the 
temptations. We know from the other 
Gospels that they revolved about the 
use he was to make of his Messianic 
powers. But Mark mentions only the 
fact of the temptation, the place, the 
duration, the wild beasts and the angels. 
As Marcus Dods has said: ‘‘These few 
touches of Mark suggest a vivid picture 
of spiritual crisis, intense preoccupation, 


instintive retreat into congenial grim 
solitudes, temptation, struggle fierce 


and protracted, issuing in 
calling for preternatural aid.” 

Mark’s real interest in the event 
seems to be in the occasion of Jesus’ 
departure into the wilderness. After 
his divine call ‘‘the Spirit immediately 
drove him into the wilderness.” Mark 
is trying to describe the urgency of the 
spiritual impulse which prompted Jesus 
to seek in solitary communion light and 
guidance for the part whereto he had 
veen called. John had prophesied that 
the Messiah would baptize in the Holy 
Spirit. As Jesus came up from the 
Jordan the Spirit had descended upon 
him and now it is the Spirit that drove 
him into the wilderness (cf. Peter’s 
summary of Jesus’ ministry in Acts 
10:38). Henceforth in a new and spe- 
cial sense Jesus was under the control 
of the Spirit. 

The mention of the wild animals ac- 
centuates the loneliness of the place. 
it was not such a wilderness as John 
tenanted, but a haunt of the hyena, 
jackal and leopard. Here, in absolute 
solitude, alone with God, Jesus thought 
out the problems connected with his 
mission. Or it may be that the wild 
beasts are brought in to indicate the 
fierceness of the temptations which 
assailed him. Satan, we can be sure, 
appeared to him not in any outward 
form, but inwardly. The word ‘‘angel’’ 
means and is used in the 
Bible sometin.es for the human agents 
who carry out God’s will, sometimes for 
natural forces which God uses in his 
proviential government of the universe, 
and sometimes for supernatural visi- 
tants. Here the angels that ministered 
unto him may refer to the human hands 


weakness, 


messenger 


that brought him sustenance, or they 
may symbolize ‘‘those pure, white- 
winged thoughts which come to us 


straight from God with cheer and com- 
fort when we are overcome.” (Robt. 
F. Horton) 

Does God lead, much less drive, us 
into temptation? “In a sense,” says Dr. 
Snowden, ‘‘he does. He does not lead 
us into temptation in the sense that he 
solicits us to do evil, but it is often nec- 
essary in our line of duty that we be 
subjected to temptation and God’s provi- 
dence guides us or permits us to enter 
into it; we may also be divinely led 
into temptation in the sense of trial, as 
also being in the line of duty and need- 
ful as a spiritual education for the 
strengthening of our character.” 

May a good man be tempted as se- 
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verely as a bad man? Of course he 
may. The most difficult ethical choices 
that we are forced to make are not the 
choices between good and evil, but the 
choices between two alternatives both 
of which are evil, or between two alter- 
natives, one of which is better than the 
other. Jesus was tempted to choose a 
lesser good, to seek desirable ends by 
ways of which God could not approve. 
And these are the most dangerous 
temptations for us. We face tempta- 
tion every time we confront a new re- 
sponsibility or a new opportunity that 
calls for a choice between alternatives. 
What is the most characteristic tempta- 
tion that comes to a lawyer, a doctor, a 
banker, a labor leader, a politician, a 
student in the high school, to you? 


IV. The Opening of Jesus’ Ministry in 
Galilee, 1:14-15 


It was just after John’s arrest by 
Herod Antipas. This Herod, a son of 


Herod the Great, was tetrarch of Galilee. 
John had rebuked him publicly for liv- 
ing with Herodias, his brother Philip’s 
wife. Herod, in a rage, cast him into 
prison and later beheaded him at the 
instigation of Salome, the daughter of 
Herodias. Jesus had been preaching 
for some months in Judea (John 1-3); 
the growing jealousy of the Pharisees 
rendered his longer stay there danger- 
unprofitable (Jn. 4:1). When 
John's ministry in Galilee was summar- 
ily checked, Jesus came hither to carry 
on his mission. 


ous or 


He came into Galilee 
preaching the gospel of God, and say- 
ing, “The time is fulfilled and the King- 
dom of God is at hand; and 
believe in the gospel.” 

He preached the gospel of God. So 
it reads in the Revised Version and in 
the best Greek texts. The word ‘‘gos- 
pel”’ as by Mark means ‘good 
news.” Jesus came into Galilee preach- 
ing good news about God- 
might be 


repent 


used 


so the phrase 
This good news 
about God contained many items which 


rendered. 
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we cannot now discuss, but it was based 
on the idea that God is our Father. 

The Jews believed that God was their 
Father, but they thought that he was 
the Father only of the Jews. The 
Pharisees believed he was their Father, 
but they thought that he cared only for 
the group which observed the Mosaic 
Law. ‘As for the multitudes who care 
not for the Law,” they said, ‘‘let them 
be accursed.” Jesus taught that God 1s 
the Father of all men. And this doc- 
trine of the Fatherhood of God carries 
with it as a corollary the brotherhood 
of man. Jesus did not teach that all 
men actually lived as sons of God— 
some were, in effect, sons of the Devil— 
but even they were prodigal sons who 
might any day come to themselves and 
say, “I will arise and go unto my Fa- 
ther.”” Jesus did not mean that all men 
were actually brothers, but that all men 
were potentially brothers, and would 
become brothers when they learned to 
know and do the Father’s will (cf. Mk. 
3:35). 

Jesus proclaiming the good 
news about God and saying, ‘‘The time 
is fulfilled and the Kingdom of God is 
at hand.’’ For those who heard his 
message the Kingdom of God meant the 
reign of God over individuals and over 
society in this life and the blessings of 
God which individuals and the nation 
would enjoy when the reign of God be- 
came a fact. When Jesus said that the 
Kingdom of God was at hand he meant 
that the Kingdom of God is here now, 
wherever there are men who are willing 
to accept God’s rule for their lives and 
that the blessings cf God are available 
for individuals and for society, so far, 
but only so far as they will submit 
themselves to the divine will, and live 
trustfully as his children. 


came 


Of course, there is a sense in which 
the Kingdom of God will come in the 
future. We pray for its consummation, 
the time when God’s reign will become 
absolute in all the earth. Nevertheless 
Jesus’ fundamental and basic message 
is this: The Kingdom of God is at your 
very door. Its blessings are available 
individual and for society in 
proportion as they accept God’s love as 
manifest in Christ, and God’s will as 
revealed in him. 


for the 


To enter the Kingdom, to enjoy its 
benefits, and to extend its blessings to 
others, Jesus declared that men must 
and believe in the good news. 
To repent means to turn from one’s own 
way of life to Jesus’ way of life. To 
believe in the Good News means, among 
other things, to believe that God is our 
Father and the Father of all men; to 
believe that all men are intended to 
brothers; to believe that the 
blessings of God are available for in- 
dividuals and for society in so far as 
they accept God’s love and God’s will 
as revealed through Jesus Christ. 

It is plain from all this that from the 
time of Jesus until now many indivia- 


repent 


live as 


uals have enjoyed the blessings of the 
Kingdom and have been truly numbereg 
among its members. But this does not 
satisfy us. We look forward to the time 
when the Kingdom shall come in aj 
its perfection, when all men shall enjoy 
his favor and know in their hearts the 
peace of God which passeth all under. 
standing. How can we hasten the time, 
how can we help to answer our ow, 
petition, “Thy Kingdom come, Thy wil) 
be done on earth as it is in heaven’? 


V. The Call of the First Disciples, 
1:16-20 


Jesus realized that he must gather 
around him those whom he could train 
for the great task of winning men to 
God. The call of the first four disct- 
ples as told by Mark seems abrupt, al- 
most inexplicable. If we had no other 
information, we would be forced to as- 
sume that Peter and Andrew, James and 
John had some previous acquaintance 
with Jesus, and that he was here only 
calling them to a definite decision. The 
story in John (1:35ff) tells us that this 
was the case. John the Baptist had 
pointed them to Jesus and they had 
spent some time in his company. Prob- 
ably they slipped off from their work 
from time to time after that first meet- 
ing that they might be with Jesus, but 
they continued to give most of their 
time to the business on which they de- 
pended for their livelihood. Mark tells 
us how Jesus called them to a closer 
and more exacting discipleship. He in- 
vites them here to follow him as his 
disciples in accordance with the custom 
of the day, to attend him, not sporadi- 
cally as hitherto, but constantly. Give 
up your business, he said to them, and 
follow me, and I will make you to be- 
come (implying a gradual process of 
training) fishers of men. The primary 
task of these men was not to study, nor 
even to teach (as was the case with 
the disciples of the ordinary rabbi) but 
to save men; to bring them into the 
Kingdom. Jesus’ own teaching was only 
a means toward that end. 

These four men were the first of a 
long line that has continued down to 
the present day, men drawn by Jesus’ 
vision of the Kingdom, impelled by his 
clear and commanding personality, to 
become fishers of men. And Jesus still 
calls men, some to leave their occupa- 
tion or to abandon their own plans and 
careers, but most to serve him in and 
through their present occupation. 


Jesus calls us from the worship 

Of the vain world’s golden store, 
From each idol that would keep us, 
Saying, ‘‘Christian love me more.” 


Jesus calls us: by thy mercies, 
Savior, may we hear thy call, 

Give our hearts to thine obedience, 
Serve and love thee best of all. 


(Title and Scripture selections copy- 
righted by International Council of Re- 
ligious Education. Scripture quotations 
from the Revised Standard Version.) 
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BOOK NOTES 


FAITH, PURPOSE AND POWER. By 
James P. Warburg. Farrar Straus and 
Co., New York. 180 pp., $2.00. 

The author of this volume is a practi- 
cal student of foreign affairs with a 
positive approach to our problems to- 
day. Here is offered a fair analysis of 
the present situation with a program of 
action. This program needs first the 
undergirding of our faith with a com- 
manding purpose. This purpose is not 
merely to contain Russia, to prevent 
war, to develop an aggressive program 
of peace. The peace that should be 
sought has never yet been attained on 
our planet —a peace arrived at by 
mutual consent rather than by conquest. 
In order to do this we will need to put 
an end to international anarchy by 
means of applying to the world the same 
institutions of law and government 
which civilized states employ. We can 
work toward a goal of a world society 
with world law and world law enforce- 
ment. 

Our nation can become aggressive in 
recognition of the fact that we can ap- 
peal to the peoples of the earth as effec- 
tively as Russia. Why cannot we have 
a program which not only promises a 
new era for the whole world but gives 
concrete examples of it? One of these 
examples is the Marshall plan, and the 
other the proposed ‘Point Four Pro- 
gram.” These efforts can be re-examined 
from time to time and necessary modifi- 
cations made to make them work. Our 
destiny places upon us the necessity of 
a program designed to combat poverty, 
disease, ignorance and their allies of 
human misery. 

If the book could accomplish one pur- 
pose it would be worth the reading and 
discussing by individuals and groups. 
That purpose is to abolish the psycho- 
logical war we make upon ourselves. 
How can we expect other governments 
of the world to have confidence in our 
government when our Officials are, bom- 
barded with all types of propaganda 
against them? If we have to discuss 
personalities and proposals in a time of 
war there ought to be a way of doing 
it without exposing ourselves to the 
rest of the world. We might learn 
something from Russia and England. 
They do not shout from the housetops 
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their family quarrels. 

An appealing feature of this book is 
the fact that the author is not an as- 
sassin of character. He expresses no 
bitterness and imputes no base motives 
to those with whom he disagrees. So 
I commend this volume for the reading 
of those who will analyse his proposals 
and perhaps offer vonstructive criticism. 
We need thought and a new spirit of 
American unity if we are to survive. 
This is a time when reawakened faith 
must give new reassurance to harassed 
and overburdened leadership. 


JAMES W. JACKSON. 
Columbia, S. C. 


PARSONAGE DOORWAY. By Anna 
Laura Gebhard. Abingdon-Cokesbury, 
New York and Nashville. 144 pp., $1.75. 

These sketches give us a very appeal- 
ing picture of what goes on behind the 
parsonage doorway when the house is 
inhabited by a lively, loveable, God- 
conscious young family. The author, 
who is also the talented young mother, 
tells in a warm and perceptive manner 
the details of everyday life and every- 
day living. To read this book is to be- 
come acquainted with some very worth- 
while people. 

DOUGLAS §s. BROWN. 

Rock Hill, S. C. 
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Communion Meditations, edited by Gas- 
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WHEN 
THEY SAW / 


THE 


STAR 


BY KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


OST PEOPLE the 
star at all. There is no record 
of it in any astronvmy, no his- 


never saw 


M 


torian of those times saw or 
it. There was no 
had so much as heard of 
Wise Men rode in. Perhaps, as 
story seems to suggest, it was not 
kind of star that anyone might 
Only persons of a certain sort could see 
it at all. 

So, to this day, many 
see the star of Christ. 
books telling the story of the beginning 


heard of 
Judea who 
it before the 
the 
the 
see. 


one in 


people never 


Historians write 


of our era, but leaving out the story of 
the One who made this possible. 
Thinkers ponder the riddle of the uni- 
verse without considering the 
that Jesus gave. Statesmen regard the 
present, past and future in every light 
but the light of the Christmas star. 
Men and women, bowed under burdens, 
keep their heads down, seeing of this 
world only the shuffled dust of wander- 
ing feet, never the 
Bethlehem’s star. 


THER® saw the star, if they saw 
O it at all, only with resentment 
and rage. It is doubtful whether 
King Herod saw the star for himself 


era 


answer 


guiding gleam of 


ee 


PRODI Ty 








or only heard of it from his visitors. 
But even the rumor of it was dreadful. 
The stars from their courses had fought 
against Sisera—well, Herod would fight 
against the stars! A star—what is it 
but a twinkle, perhaps no more than a 
mote in a mystic’s eye? A child—what 
is it but pink flesh, helpless and soft 
to the blade of a sword? Herod had a 
throne, had an army; while God— if it 
was God—had only a star and a child. 
Let so foolish a God beware how he 
crossed the path of a Herold! The mad 
king did not know, nor have his mad 
descendants considered, that the child 
in the manger at Bethlehem is more 
proof against swords than many men 
in armor, and that the shining of that 
star will continue so long as there is 
light in heaven. . 

Others, too, may have seen the star 
with nothing more than dumb amaze- 
ment. Some shepherd traveling late 
may have thought only that the stars 
were bright, and, 
against the rays, 
dreams. 


wrapping 
lain 


his eyes 


down to stupid 


OW, TOO, the star of Bethlehem 
is seen by some who do not un- 
derstand. It is admired by those 


—— 


who dream of thrones and long yet for 
a king who will rule by force and slay 
the wicked by the breath of his 
mouth. . 


Others again see the star with dim 
and wandering eyes, vaguely stirred by 
a sense that something is abroad in the 
world, but living on their old dull lives 
unchanged, in the very light that makes 
all things new. 


And some there were who rejoiced 
when they saw the star. Once, to the 
wise men’s far-searching eyes, the light 
had come, a star of stars high in the 
west; now at the journey’s end, the wise, 
with hastening feet, find the star come 
down as if to welcome them, to Bethle- 
hem. 


O NOW it is again. The blind and 
~ dull may never see, the kings of evil 
rage, but all the wise in heart are 
filled with joy. For though the world to 
which our Lord comes down is dark- 
ened still, inhospitable and cold, yet 
from the sky the Christmas star is shin- 
ing, the symbol and the token of the 
dawn.—Reprinted from THE PRESBY- 
TERIAN OF THE SOUTH, December 22, 
1943. 


Richmond Paper Company 


Incorporated 
Richmond 9, Virginia. 
— Established 1871 — 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 





5 | 





